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Curriculum Overview for Year 3 & 4 Autumn Term 2018 – Celebrating Selside 
 

Key Literacy Skills 
Writing 
 Writing for a range of purposes: 

making notes, story narratives, 
recounts, letters and newspaper 
reports. 

 Using speech in narratives and 
non-fiction writing. 

 Using description to describe 
settings and characters. 

 Developing use of connectives 
and paragraphs. 

 Assessing the effectiveness of 
their own and others’ writing 
and suggesting improvements. 

English 
Grammar and Punctuation 
 Using past and present tense 

consistently. 
 Using adverbial clauses and wider 

range of conjunctions to develop 
sentences. 

 Using apostrophes for possession 
and contraction. 

 
Spoken Language 
 Listen and respond 

appropriately to adults and 
peers. 

 Ask relevant questions to 
extend their understanding and 
knowledge.  

 
 Use relevant strategies to 

build their vocabulary. 
 Participate in discussions, role 

plays and debates. 
  
Reading 
 Apply growing  
 knowledge of root words, 

prefixes and suffixes when 
decoding. 

 Sharing and discussing 
narratives, poetry, newspaper 
reports and reference books. 

 Using inference and 
deduction in comprehension 
skills. 

 

Art & Design 
 Comment on artworks using visual language.  

 Through studies of artists such as Kandinsky, 
replicate their techniques to create original 
pieces that are influenced by the works of 
famous artists.  

 Experiment with creating mood with colour. 

 Use sketchbooks to collect, record and evaluate 
ideas. 

 

Computing 
 Develop understanding of computer networks. 

 Use internet safely and appropriately. 

 Collect and present data appropriately. 

 Computing to be used to during Independent 

Learning project about the history of Selside 

School.  

 

 

Design & Technology 
 Use research and criteria to develop a Christmas 

decoration which is fit for purpose. 

 Select from and use a wider range of tools and 
equipment to perform practical tasks. 

 Evaluate existing products and improve own 
work. 

 
Geography 

 Use fieldwork to observe measure and record. 

 Locate and identify places on a map of the 

local area. 
PLACE VALUE 

 Develop understanding of 
number and place value. 
Year 3 

 Recognise the place value of 
three digit numbers. 

 Read, write, compare and order 
numbers up to 1000 ( in 
numerals and words). 
Year 4 

 Recognise the place value of four 
digit numbers. 

 Round any number to the 
nearest 10, 100 or 1000. 

 Read Roman numerals to 100. 

Mathematics 
ADDITION AND SUBTRACTION 

 Develop mental addition and 
subtraction methods. 

 Develop written addition and 
subtraction methods. 

 Develop estimation skills and 
using inverse operations to 
check answers. 

 
REASONING AND PROBLEM 
SOLVING 

 Solve problems, including 
missing number problems. 

MULTIPLICATION AND DIVISION 

 To develop written 
multiplication and division 
methods. 

 To practice and develop 
recall of multiplication and 
division facts. 

 To develop practical 
multiplication and division 
methods. 

 To use and apply their 
knowledge of multiplication           
facts in written multiplication 
and division methods. 

 

    Modern     Languages 
 Learn the names for main parts of the body 

and describe colours.  

 Ask and answer questions about physical 
appearance.  

 Learn numbers to 31, months of the year 
leading to talking about birthdays.  

 Christmas traditions in France.  

Music 
 Use voice and instruments with increasing 

accuracy, control and expression. 

 Improvise and compose music. 

 Begin to recognise styles, find the pulse, 

recognise instruments, listen, discuss other 

dimensions of music. 

 Play and perform music for an audience. 

 Perform in the Christmas Production.  

Science 
 Compare and group together different kinds of 

rocks on the basis of their physical properties. 

 Relate the simple physical properties of some 
rocks to their formation (igneous or sedimentary). 

 Describe in simple terms how fossils are formed. 

 Recognise that soils are made from rocks and 
organic matter.  

 Recognise that they need light in order to see 
things and that dark is the absence of light. 

 Notice that light is reflected from surfaces. 

 Recognise that shadows are formed when the  
light from a light source is blocked by a solid 
object. Find patterns in the way that the size of 
shadows change. 

History 
 Develop an understanding of the main events 

leading up to World War 1. 

 Using more than one source develop enquiry 

skills and understand life in the trenches.  

 Use evidence to ask questions and find 

answers to questions about the past focusing 

on the life of Selside men lost in World War 1 

and the history of Selside School.  

 Use a variety of sources to develop an 

understanding of how Selside has changed 

over the last hundred years.  

  Physical    Education 
Swimming  

 Swim between 25 and 50 metres unaided. 

 Use more than one stroke and coordinate 
breathing as appropriate for the stroke being 
used. Coordinate leg and arm movements. 

 Swim at the surface and below the water. 
Netball 

 Throw and catch a ball accurately. Maintain 
possession of the ball.  

 Follow the rules to play fairly in a team.  

  Religious  Education 
 How do Christians demonstrate justice in their 

lives?  

 Why is light a key feature in the Christmas 
story?  
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